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Dedication

We dedicate this book to:

¢  Our fathers, the Regents of Iperu Remoin 1970, the
Lisa Chief Ogunlaja, the Balogun, Chief M. S.
Sanusi, the Oluwo, Chief Adegbodu for allocating
the land on which we have built our Club Hall.

* The Founding Fathers, Patron and Matron of the
Club for their labour and steadfastness, especially in
the early developmental stage.

*  And toall Members for keeping the faith]

May the verdict of history be kinder!
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Foreword

It is with mixed feelings that | write this foreword. Of the
rwelve of us whe started Akesan Iperu Club in 1954, seven
have joined the Saints Tﬂum!:rhnnr. We salure them, the
Fallen Heroes. Their labour shall not he in vain.

Realising that we were young, ambitious school leavers
prepating for our post secondary education, late Sir Olu

ited by the double joyful news that late

Awotesu was €Xcl ytul nev
Dapo Soyege's had won 4 Western Migeria Government

Scholarship and also the ppportunity (o cravel to the United
Kingdom to study. He spread the news amofig his friends
and took up the challenge to organise a send off party for

Eﬂ}’l:gr_

Ttwas in the course of organising this party that the ideaof a
sif_é?:l club nm::.}fcst:d. The formal unveiling of the Club in

registered our associanion among the sive
circles of Iperu town. For a long time, wE nrgn.njr:-fﬁnual
social activities, which further endeared us tw the
community. We never lost sight of our educational
ambitions, Indeed Soyege's trip was a pathfinder for many
others. Subsequently, mote members, who fitted our vision
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of a progressive group of professionals and entrepreneurs
joined. To date, ttc membership figure has never exceeded
49, Fourteen have passed on, leaving 35 alive of which 25 are

active.

The early years of the Club were challenging, We graduated
o meeting at each other's homes, thereby getting to know
our families better. We taxed ourselves 1o realise the dream of
having a Club hall that would also be a repository of
community history. We mxed ourselves and organised
various fundraising activities in lperu and Lagos. Rising costs
led to lack of funds. Morale of members was low and ;1-
appeared the project would fail. Our Parron, Chief 11[;:1”';5
Alntove Cvebanjo invited us o s home, counscling

- e dine his support. The former regents of
not to give up, lending his s . 1o beis el
IF'"-TU-. late Chiefs [ﬂdﬂgﬂ an wopciu Cguil Y en

115

5 A Iperu Club 1954 grew and Uur:dl'ﬁ“ﬂ-mfif a

]:(:EI!T{E:::E }i‘inaﬁillli?gftﬂl?scd. Our dreams of impactung on. our
community remain unrelenting, Our members are
accomplished ambassadors of their homeland, doing the
name of Iperu Akesan proud in their exploits at local, state,
federal and international levels,

Membership contnues to be culovated along smringent
admission criteria. Members' sense of community continues
to be developed. Our Club hall is wearing a new look. Thanks
tor the President, the executive and members. The future of
the Clab is good. The assodation is based on long-lasting
friendship, equal stamus of members, and respect for elders.
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The Club needs a trust fund and investment which should be
managed to ease the burden of administration in future. Well
concetved literary policies should also implemented to
strengthen the cultural relevance of the Club to the
community. Iperus claim to the Evo Festval should be
emphasised and integrated into the Akesan Iperu Club
celebration.

At 6l), we can say God has been kind to us.

Long live Nigeria
Long live Iperu Remo
Long live Akesan Iperu Club 1954

Sir Prof. Otunba Adolphus Oywolabi Somornn, [P, KW
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CHAPTER ONE

Hometown

Before Iperu Akesan Club came to be in 1954, there was
Iperu from where it derives s nume. Iperuis a town in South

est Nigeria foundedin the 13 cen rurly by Akesan, an He Ife
princess and Ajagbe, her husband. Ora history has it that the
couple, in response to 1fa oracle’s pronouncemen, moved
southward to establish Iperu whete they were assured of
attaining great heights from litde begin ”’“?if and enjoined to
honour LE;iI creator to enjoy sustamable blessings on their

undertakings.

Inera owes its name to “the nature of the P!?"-‘ﬂ ""'h‘:fc ﬂ?c

rat settler had her abode. ﬁsﬁshua Awopeju explains 1n
Oueline Hisrory of Ipern (1979), “Akesan was reported to have
first settled at a place where there was a palm tree close to the
base of which there was a hole. Indeed it looked as if the
Ealm tree got sunk into the ground there, In Youroba it may

e :ti;i';scrihed thus: 'ibi 6 ope ru' (where the palm tree was
sunk;)”.

The phrase “ibi ti ope ru” was further contracted to “b'ope
tu” and operi. Awopeju, declares: “This is the most accepred
ctymological dervation of the name [PERUL It is also
consistent with the accentand tone of pronunciation”,
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Iperu started out as an agranan community, Farming was the
main ncct;ﬁntiun followed by hunting. Apart from food
crops which served domestic consumption, Iperu farmers
also engaged in cash crops production, majorly 1n cocoa and
kola nuts, which exposed them to big business of the era.
Basket and rope manufactunng, which are spin offs from
cash crop farming, was also embraced.

Ipetu's early connections with e ife, Oyo and Tjebu Ode (by
tage) attracted some of the earlicse waves of migranon
to people from these areas. The migrants came for a host of
reasons. Some were farmers, artisans and I:r.::‘n:iﬂﬂlij u:.rh; ?:;r;:_-
f economic opportunitics, encouraged in part By
ﬁ: Ei;hrtcnh:ﬂ of the ;mcslﬁ market. Some were _rrf]ugedL:
searching for freedom from gppression 1 their nam-cdnn .
Snme were victims of the vanous intra tribal wars that 011 te
Yorubaland before the advent of mlfn:mal rute. _.'::UI:FE were
mercenaries enlisted to shore up Iperu's army of x;r untn}:rzer:
toy warel aff attecks from otherareas that later sm%:h it
completing their assignment on the battlefield. Others were
adventurers looking for fun and opportunity who found both

in Iperu.

The success of Iperu as the fulcrum of Remo resistance to
intrusions from other Yoruba groups in the 19° cen
earned it much respect in Remo division of Yorubaland and
led to greater migration of people into Iperu. These waves of
migratons welded Iperu into a cultural melting pot of
artistic, commercial, vocational, religious and social practices.
The Eyo masquerade festival, which is staged in honour of
great personages in Lagos, has its origins in Iperu from where
itwas exported to Lagos.



The Story of Akesan Ipern Clob 1954 a¢ 60

Bounded by Sagamu 1o the south, Ode Remo to the north,
Ilisan to the cast and Ogere o the west, Iperu occupies a
strategic point in the heart of Remoland, sitting within six
kilometres of each of these townships, Tt is a position that
locates Iperu along the rrade routes of the coastal city of
Lagos, other Yoruba townships of Tiebu Ode, Abeokuta and
sprawling [badan, Oyo, and further to the north; it also
makes it a player in the journey to Nigena's rich Niger Dela
and the south east. This strategic locaton of Iperu Remo has
brought attendant economic and social benefits and
contributed to the emergence of the cognomen of the [peru
Akesan indigene as tactful and smart.

Today, it is common saying to hear the people of Iperu
Remo hailed in oral poetry as reco rd by Awopejw

“Child of ::H"?nngnt Akesan

Scion of Odu
Hailing from Iperu of Akesan and Alaghe
Descendant ntP&r Akesan, the Prince of Markets

Anyone who is not tactful or dsplumntu:
should not befriend an Akesan descendant.

In previous years Iperu was the central town for r?;lu:
meetings of Obas from Remo. Iperw has also been
renowned for its celebrations of traditonal and religious
annivetsary ceremonies, making the cynosure of CyEs,
Today, Iperu is ane of the thirty three towns thar constitute
Remo Kingdom headed by the Akarigho, Oba Alayeluwa
Michael Adeniyi Sonariwo, Erinjigho I1.
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The fortunes of Ipern have been oed largely to larger
developments in Yorubaland and the Niperian state.  The
coming of Christianity in the mid 197 century to Nigeria via
Badagry and Abcokum in 1843 tested the resilience of
indigenous culture. Although the first Iperu Christian was
Daddy Joseph Oyegunsen, who was baptised in Abeokuta in
1851, Ipern had to wait another 27 years before St. James'
Anglican Church was established. 1t took three more
missions by the Rev. James Johnson in 1882, 1890, 1892
before Christianity was finally planted in Iperu. Quite like the
experience of the early converts in Abeokuta who were
victimised, had their homes sacked n 1867, and exiled w
Ebute Meta, Lagos, [peru Christian converts were w:pm:aed
in 1881, Homes were burnt, and people forced into exile. T'h;;
story of a refugee, Daddy Bisuga is instrucove. Chased outo |
town in 1881, he was not :lllu‘:.l.?ﬂd_ﬂl return until 1895: andc‘ilr'ﬂﬁ
part of Rev Johnson's mission 10 1892 that finally f]l-,m tf 1
hreakthrough with the O boni clders of the town, w nhm
resisted the pressures 01 Christianity. '.ﬁ‘“ agent was then
posted to Iperu; he later became a catechist and was ordained
apricstin 1901 as first vicar of St James Anglican Church. He

was |5, Adewakun,

The breakthrough of 1892 ushered in more missions from
the Methodist, African Church, Roman Catholic, Christ
Apostolic, and Salvation Army. With such missions came
western education and the establishment of schools as early
as 1900, Education received greater fillip when Oba Abraham
Olayimika Okupe ascended the throne as Alaperu of Iperu,
His 37 year reign (1939-1976) winessed the emergence of
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Iperus as worthy professionals in law, medicine, nursing,
commerce, engineering and admimstration.

The reign of Oba Ogunfowara (1978 - 2001) also built on
this legacy. Oba Adeleke Idowu, Basebo Vs reign is equally
consolidating on this worthy legacy of  educitional
advancement.
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CHAPTER TWO

A Club, what club?

The human being is 4 social animal and has always steiven to
associate with people of like minds. Whether professional,
occupational, religious or soxcial, hu._nhm h;ilngs }:Jaw a]w.q_!l.;a
found cause to congregate, share fellowsaip a5 network.
Prior to the emergence of Akesan Ipcrlu C!u_h 1954, some
social clubs had existed in lperu town. Established berween
1940 and 1950, they wercl 104
¢ IperuSocial Clu .
o Fﬁm {adics Social Club (later [peru Ladies
Auxilinry Society) 1943
* IperuRosemary Club

*  IperaGolden Stars 1950

Led majorly by Iperu elites who could be found in vanous
key townships in Nigeria such as Lagos and Ibadan, these
clubs began to impact on the social life of Iperu, especially
during public or educational holidays. Akesan Iperu Club
em from fortuitous circumstance.

Upon completing his secondary education at the Methodist
Bovs High School, Lagos in 1951, Emmanuel Dapo Soyege,
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an Iperu indigene, had worked as a clerk in Thadan with the
mdigenous  Western  Regional povernment of Chief
Obafemi Awolowe, Soyege, like most ambitions voung men
of his era, had an eye on travelling overseas for further
education. Nigeria was experimenting with the Macpherson
Constitution of 1951, which created the Western Regional
government, That government had free education as one of
its cardinal programmes to fast track the training of needed
mdigenous manpower o take over the running of the
country from the colonial masters, who would leave sooner
than later. Sovepe was one of the lucky 200 recipients of the
regnonal government scholarships for overseas studies.

I't was an excited Soyege who travelled to Lagos in 1953 to
share the news with Olusanya Awotesu, a longstanding
friend who shared his vision of the transformational power
of western cducation. As was the vogue then and in line
with the biblical injunction to rejoice with thase who are
joyful, there was talk of a send-off party for Soyege.
Aswotesu took it upon himself o coordinate the exercise. HE
reached out to friends from Remoland who were based in
Lagos. He got the buy-in of just nine of them: Michael
sonartwo, Sunday Sontan, Olusola Ogunnaike, Kolawole
Sodipa, Bayo Soyege, Owolabi Somorin, Doyin Awosanya,
Adebisi Oducku and Kayode Ogualeye, A tenth, Uyinade
Osinowo, who was then teaching at Ipara Remo, also %’iﬂdl}'
contibuted. As the detsils of the party were eing
concluded, Dapo Sayege suddenly left for London to begin
his training. One of the contributors, Owolabi Somorin,
indeed, saw off Sovege at the lkeja Airport. It was then his
embarrassing responsibility to inform other contributors
that the party honouree had left town before the parry,

7
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What was to be done with the money collecred? No one had a
ready answer. The disappointment was much but no one
mentioned refunding the money to the contributors.
Innocently enough, two weeks after Sovege's departure,
Adebisi Oduckun, one of the contributors, called ar the 3,
Eleruwase Street, Isale Eko, residence of Olu Awotesu and
Michael Sonanwo., In the course of their conversanon,
Oduekun shared the news of his impending membership of
the Iperu Golden Stars, which was established in 1950, Tt
sounded a_good ided unil Sonanwo then wondered if the
money collected for Sovege's send-off parry could not be
l.lI.'HiSE;ZT as seed money tor the creation af o new club that
would build on the existing des among the m:u.d-rl-l:r;l
members and prepare them better o respond to suc
nccasions as the failed send off partyin furure.

The idea touched a chord in Oduekun and Awotesu., After
chewing on the idea and shanngitwi th other contributors, a
meeting at that Isale Eko residence of Awotesu and Sonarnwo
resolved that a club should indeed be formed.

Having accepted the idea of a club, what name it should be
called became the next concern. Considering that most of
them wete young school leavers, Awotesu came up with Iperu
Young School Elites It sounded good but it was later
changed to Iperu Young Socialists. The newly formed club
had its initial meeting on Boxing Day, December 26, 1953 ar
Awotesu's residence. In 1954, the name was agan changed,
this time to Akesan Iperu Club tying together the ancestral

name of the matdarch and the town.
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Later another meeting followed ar Uyinade Osinowo's
regidence under the breadfruit eree at 19, Ayepbami Strect,
Iperu. The attendance was pood. Members had gladly
travelled home to discuss how to develop the idea. The Clu
had become a reality.

The foundation members were:
* Emmanue]l Olusanya Awotesu
* Emmanuel Oladapo Soyege
*Isaac Adeleke Sunday Sontan
*Olusola Ogunnaike
s David Kolawole Sodipo
«David Adebayo Sovege
* Adolphus rwolabi Somorin
* Adedoyin Awosanya
* Adebist Oduekun
* Adckunle Ogunleye
*yinade Osinowo
*DMusola Ajavn

The next challenge was how o ioroduce it o the loeger
public in Remoland. Members agreed to appoint some
eminent Remo sons and daughters as patrons of the club.
Chiet |. A K. Oyebanjo and Chief Mrs. Abiola Amusan were
named patron and matron respectively. Pa Olubi Sobodu was
soctal adviser, Having secured the approval of these social
heavyweights, members fixed Easter Monday, April 19, 1954
as their grand maiden social outing. Tt was tagged o tea party
and a long list of special puests was drawn up, Chief A. O
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Somorin, Mr. |. O, Ogunfowora (later Oba) Omo Oba |, O.
Awopeju, Chief ]. O. Gisanrd, Chief B. M. Balogun, Chief
Olatungi Dosunmu, Omo Oba D, A. Ladega (secretary of
Remo Local Government), Pa E. O, Gisanri, Chief F. A,
Soyombo, Chief Bayo Sosan featured high oo the list,

The tea party was so successful that it became the talk of not
only Iperu Township, but indeed of Remo Kingdom. These
young leavers who were fired by the zeal o improve
themselves educationally began to attract more than a

nodding interest from discerning quarters. Their goal of
aducation advancement was boosted anyrime one member

; s u e
elled abroad or gained admission into higher instrutios
E’lﬂ ;Hg‘::l'iﬁ. Others saw such developments as challenges to

aspire to similar heights.

by the maiden outing, the club staged an all
E}mmm at the St. James' School Hall (the present E': I:fl ::f
the St. James' Anglican Church, [peru) on Christmas Day of
1955, On the band stand was E, C. Arinze, leader of the
trending Highlife Band of his ime in Lagos. The publicity
was massive. The turnout was impressive, The hall was full,
almost bursting at the seam. It was a tug of war controlling
the large num%:cr of guests who came to se¢ the Lagos
wonder being replicated in Iperu. From thar day, the club
became the only club to have suceessfully organised a social
night dance in Iperu at Christmas time,

In subsequent years, E. C, Arinze's Band alternated annuall
with Vietor Olaiya's All Stars Band to perform at the club's

10
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parties 1n Lagos Funding for the club's programmes came
trom individual contributions of members and their
honorary officers.

11
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CHAPTER THRI =
The Club's Constitution

Atthe formation of the Club in 1954, members decided that
monthly meetings should be held on the first Sunday of each
month by 2pm at the host member's residence. Such
meetings had been hﬁﬂ"—“b_-'i in ip?;f. |.'i1IL'_'|..'I-S_ lﬂ::l:i.]l::r:J:i:c.‘Jn;__::
CRAM : n LUECHA AN =T E R R R Y
huﬂaﬁlﬂﬁ an}ﬁcadn;gl:n 1971, Colonel (Dr) -]“ui'.ldl.{'
Opgunmekan hosted members in Aghor. Members hic
arrived at J’Lgbor at midnight, held their meeang trom ]"“.“ 1-.r
3am before retiring to bed, only 1o leave tor their I!.Iur“lmlsei
statons later int the day, That sense ot camaraderie u-u:-xr:::j
the extent of love binding members together as they rallic
round cach other as occasions demanded.

Annual General Meetings were held on Boxing Day cach year
when it was the practice for members to come home o [pery
for the Christmas holiday. Venue was uwsually the Ipern
residence of the host or any other conventent place such asa
schoolroom. Later when the Akesan Iperu (1954) Hall was
built it became the venue of the AGM. The AGM dare has
since been changed to February because as most members
are heads of their own Families they have o host their
individual families at such end of vear ceremonies.

12
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The Club has 4 written constitution, which explains the basis
lor coming together, It is 4 simple document that has been
stafidardised over the years. Tts highlights include the
tollowing:

Aims and Objectives

= o promote, toster and preserve the lnrlgilasﬂng
friendship among members

* To contribute to the social and economic
development of 1peruland and its environs; .

* To cooperate with any other P:I‘Sm:lzt, baolies,
assoctations or clubs with similar objectives and
actvities; _

s ‘T do such other lawful Ihiﬂ.gﬁ as are im:l::]f:ﬂl‘ﬂl or
condugive to the strainmentof anyor all of the above

abjectives of the Club.

Motto .
The Club adopted as its mowo, “Charity, Unity and

Progress”,

Declaration
The Club shall be non-religious and non-political. It is a
snetal assoctaton. Withoot prejudice to the interests of any

member helonging to any religious or political tion
of their chotce, such activities should not be hrﬂl?;ﬁtfntﬂ the

Club.

13
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Membership
There shall be two classes of membership, namely:

i. Club members who are sons of Iperu of

paternal or maternal origin
i, Henorary members who are individual

who ment awards of honour

Election of Officers

The electon of officers and members of the Executive
Committee shall be once in two years (biennial) at the Club's
anmmual general meetngof the relevant year.

Tenure of Office
Normally, the tenure of offic
be for a term of two years anc
in the same office.

¢ of any elected member shall
| not for more than two terms

14
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CHAPTER FOUR

Honouring the Hometown

e Gverr reason for br » members together

T tding or bringing members together has
been the love of the mothetland. Owver the years, members
have looked for creative ways of sharing fellowship and

demonstrating love for the mo therland.

Mz Awotesu (as he then was), for instance, in 1979, during
the Club's silver jubilee anniversary, conceived the idea of
erecring a statue of Akesan, the progenitor of the Iperus. He
received  enthusiastic support from  many members,

espeeially Chief Kola Sodipo, the Olofin of Iperu Remo.

Concurrently, the Club set up an association of wives to
further cement the friendship bond existing among
members. Named the Akesan (Iperu) Inner Circle, it has
provided added support for the sense of meaning among the
Akesan Iperu Club 1954,

Later the Club came up with the idea of a town hall to serve
as a meetng place and a colroral ourpost, Both Messrs.

15



A SENSE OF IDENTITY:

Sodipo and Awotesu approached and discussed with project
idea with Chief Adegbodu, the Oluwo of Ipery, and later
Chief M. 8 Sanusi, the Balogun of Iperu, who was also
serving as Regent of the town, The two gentlemen with an
eye on the future welcomed the idea and offered themn the
site where the hall now sits, The identified spot turned out to
be where Akesan used to sell boiled muize (owown) to
travellers who passed through Iperu, enroute Sagamu,
Tkorodu and Ihadan.

The Cluh then rallied members to contribure the seed money
for the ennstructdon, It also came up with the idea of a
fundraising dance held on December 3, I‘JT'?:. Mr. Kola
Sodipo was the president then, Mr. (X ."&. Soyege, the
sceretary and Dr. Owolabi Somorin, the mcla! secretary. It
was a much-talked about party held at the Mainland Hotel,
Fhute Meta on December 30, On the bandstund were 'Ehi_et'
Ehenczer Obey and his Inter-reformers Band. Chiet
Moshood Abiola, chairman of ITT Lagos, who was also 4
member of the Constituent Assembly set up to draft a
constitution for Nigera's return to cvil rule, was the
chairman of the occasion. He had a lady chairman in person
of Alhaja Sadatu Oremule,

A long list of special puests principally drawn from

Remoland was compiled to lend support for the Club Hall
project, They were all accomplished professionals “and

16



The Story of Akesan Iperu Clab 1954 ar 6

business people, They included such names as Chief and
Mrs. Kessington Adebutu (who was later to join the Clubs,
Chief and Mrs. Ayoku, Chief and Mrs. Oyename of the
Remo Carpet fame, Chief and Mrs. Adebayo Sosan, Mr, and
Mrs. M. A, Sonariwo (Mr. Sonariwo had sugpested the idea
of the Clubin 1953), Alhaji and Mrs. Babs Animashaun.

Foremost broadeaster, Mr. Segun Olusola and publicist, Mr,
Wale Olsiverni were part of the comperes for the cvening,
They were complimented by the duo of Messes. Adama
Akadin and Adeyemi Awofeso, They ensured there was no

dull moiment at the dance.

In an explanatory note on the need for the € Tub published in
the commemorative brachure on the dance, Mr. Soyege gave
the risisan détve for the hall, “Akesan Hall when completed
will provide facilities for & community mectng PEEEF‘ a
culturil corrier to house the cultural relics of this ancient
town, & well equipped bar and lounge and an up—r::-udalr:'
maoxdern dance floor befitnng the town with 4 long social and
cultural background™.

To reassure guests that the projeer was no pipe dream,
Soyege added, *We are more than doubly sure that we shall
succeed in a record tme through the solid support and
generous donations from all men and women of goodwill”,

[t took three years after for the foundation stone of the hall
to be laid in 1980, It was in Aprl 1980, when the Club held a

17
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three-clay celebration to mark its delayed silver jubilee
celebration having elocked 25 years in December 1979,
Activities ineluded thankspiving Jumar service at the Central
Mosque, Tperu Remo on April 4°, laying of the foundation
stone of the hall, and the launching of the book, Outline
History of Iperu by Prnce Olu Awopeju, which had heen
comnussioned by the Club as its contrbution to the search
for community identity. There was also an
interdenominational Christian service at St James' Chuorch,
Iperu Remo and a party at the Parron's residence, “Anu Olu
Lodge” on Ibadan Road.

The idea of the baok wis well celebrared by r:anncd Arts
lovet and culture ambassador, Mr. Segun Sofowote, who
noted in his editor's note 1o the book: “That thc:- ﬁkf..'&an
Ipern Club hit on this idea of commemorating 1ts Silver
Jubilee, is a reflection of the quality of its membership....1t
is through the sentimental artachment to llp:ru that rh::sic
rnen have that the world is now enrched with not only this
frst-time-ever history of Iperu Town but also a lot more in
the form of a history of ljebu (Remo and all) and an
informed treatise on religion from the African point of
view"'.

The Alaperu of Iperu, His Highness Oba Joseph Olutayo
Ogunfowora Amororo V, Iaid the foundation stone. The
Club Patron, Chief Oyebanjo was present at the historic
celebration. Chief Mrs. Amusan, the only one o serve as
Matron, was also there. Again, Moshood Abicla served as
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chairman of the oceasion. Prominent Remo sons such as
Chiet M. A. Okupe, Mr. Kehinde Sofola, and Chief Tunde
Solade were present. Chief Adebutu, whe wias et to join the
Club at this point, was also present. Presidents of varous
social clubs in Iperu were dlso invited, They included Iperu
Social Club, Iperu Golden Stars, Ipern Liberal Circle, Iperu
Presidential Club, Iperu Women Auxiliary Society, Akesan
Prestige Stars Club, Iperu Unity Club, Iperu Dynamic Sons,
The Iperu Progressive, Akesan Highlanders Club, Akesan
Friendship Club, Akesan Metropolitan Club, The Optimists
Cirele, Akesan Popular Club, Akesan Morning Star Circ_[t:.
Akesan Melodians, Iperu Voice Society, .'*I.Jr.::"s.ﬂrll ﬁl:lr-lﬂ.]
Sisters, The Socialist Club, Akesan Progressive Social Club,
The Pﬂ.l’ril]tﬁ. Remo Elites Dﬂ'grclupﬁ1ﬂnt A sz, :tkEH.ﬂ.ﬂ
Prominent Circle, Akesan Lobitos Club, Akesan Morning

Stars and Akesan 77.

It ook another ten years after the foundation laying
ceremony before the hall was completed and dedicated for
use. The Club remains indebted to Engineer Adetoye SD}."EgE
and Engineer Dayn Opunmekan who dutifully supervised
the constructon of the hall.

In 2013, the Club decided to refurbish and beaurify the hall.
That eftort was spearheaded by the philanthropist now
known as Sir Kessington Adebutu, who is the current Club
President. The result is 4 beauniful hall that retnains a pride of
members as a testament o communal spirt and
development.
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Aside from the Club Hall, the Club has been active in
community development. Such interventions have
semetimes come through the [peru Development Council,
headed for a long time by Rt. Rev Sanusi. Chne of such efforts
was the building of the General Post Office in the late 60s
Determined to improve written commumnication between
Iperu and the outside world, the Council, ar the Club's
prompring, went on 4 fundraising campaign, The
fundraising effort was so successful that there were excess
funds left, which led to the idea that another area of need in
[peru should be addressed.

e . | the building of o 100-hed community
Exzn:iﬂg'zr:f:d glory of GU:lgd'Jc toandation slt.une for lh:.
hospital was laid in August 1971 by the Military Governor af
Western State, Colonel Adevinka Adebayo,

The Club also contributes to the com punity effort t secure
Iperu from the menace of social deviants who may want 1o
reap where they did not sow by spreading terror. It also
participates in the annual Iperu Commmunity Akesan Day
celebragons to promote communal living, ares and culmre.

With an eye on the future, the Club has just commenced an
annual talent boosting exercise among secondary school
pupils by giving cash prizes to the best graduatng senior
secondary school students in four model schools, namely,
Methodist High School, Anglican Secondary School,
Apostolic Grammar School and Ajaghe Secondary School.
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AKESAN IPERU CLUB AT 25
L-B: Labi Somonn, Teke Sontan, Olu Awotesu, Toye Sovege,
Parron Chief Ovebanijo, A karigho Oba Awolese, Uyi Osinown, Kala Sodipo,
segun Olusola, Kunle Ogonleve, Kayode Oso and Pebun Adesina
isquarting front) L-R: Kayode Oganmekan, Bis Oduekan and Bayo Soyege
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(L-R) Me. Kayode Cgunmelean, M, Kunle Orgaanileve and D Owolabi Somarin
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Foendation Laying Stone of Alkesan Hall April Grh 1980 by the Hegents of Tpera
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Football Mateh with ehe wives in 1980
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Abesan Ipero Club Members ai 25: Apnil 6, 1980
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Architeet’s Site Develapment Plan, Original Akesan Hall, 1979
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CHAPTER FIVE

The Club Members

To date, the Club’s membership has never exceeded 49, Ttisa
clear indication that it fl_ﬂ- not an ﬂu—L:_UmETEdﬂ.ﬂ'_ELII. Rather,
emphasis is on quality of training, carriage and commitment
to e df:ﬂ'ﬂ]ﬂpl:l‘ll:mt?t}f Iperu. The full list of members to

dateis as follows:

Membership Directory

AIC/001 Awotesu, Emmanuel Olusanya
002 Soyege, Emmanuel Oladapo
003 Sontan, Isaac Adeleke

(04 Ogunnaike, Olusola

003 Sodipo, David Kalawole

(006 Soyege, David Adebayo

(N7 Semorin, Adalphus Owalabi
(N8 Aswosanya, Adedoyin

009 Oduekun, Adebisi

(10 Ogunleye, Adekunle

011 Osinowo, Uyinade Motomon
(12 Ajayi, Olusola

013 Abiodun, Emmanuel Adesanya
(114 Soyebo, Emmanuel Oladapo
015 Adebutu, Timothy Adegboyeha
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016 Osilaja, David Oyebanjo
017 Soyege, Adetoye

(M8 Gisanrin, Olu

019 Olusola, Olusegun

020 Osu, Kayode

021 Adesina, Olanipekun
022 Aina, Femi

(123 Adebum, Kessington Adebukonla
024 Shirtu, Moihi

025 Ogunmekan, Dayo
(026 Dgunmekﬂn, Tunde
(127 Ogunmeckan, Kayode
(28 Opeodu, Adekunle
(129 Solana, Ayo

030 Sodipo, Olakunle

031 Opeodu, Adeniyi

(132 Sobamown, Babatunde
(133 Osilaja, Oyekunie

0134 Abiodun, Dapo

035 Bakare, Solomon

(136 Olusola, Olujimi

{137 bosan, Jide

{138 Buraimo, Tutu

039 Adesalu, Oladipupo
(340 Folarin, Solomon

(341 Soyebo, Babajide

042 Oreofe, Olugbenga
(M43 Gisanrin, Gholahan
044 Odutuga, Ferm
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{145 Sosan, Dele

(46 Oyetule, Adebiyi

{147 Oyebanjo, Olugholahan
048 Akeem, Abdul

049 Bakare, Akin

Honorary Patron
Chief Joseph A, K. Oyebanjo

Executive Members

President —Sir Chief Kessington 0. Adebutu
Vice President-Mr. Tutu Buraimoh

General Secretary-Me. Jide Sosan

Assistant Secretary-Mr. Jimi Olusola
Treasurer-Mr. Ayo Solano

Financial Secretary-Mr. Abdul Akeem

Ex Officio-Chief T, A Awosanya

Ex Officio-Mr. Gbenga Ore-ofe

Presidents' Roll of Honour

_Mnrnbu'lhl.p Tanmes '| Yeire Sankis
No |
| T Bigk Oducloun 1554 Deceased
i D% Haes Ciduaekoarn 1973 Deceased
T, Segun hasola 1974 Drecesed
THY Farilt Sedipes 19751977 ==
i3 ¥ Awiilssy [ G Decersed
iitr R C ek 1961- 19682 | Deecessed
{15 Kala Sodipa 1983150
D | Oganleye, Adelunle 195 Deceased
Ok T Adbeloyin Awersanya AN 202
023 | Kessingmn Adebutd 2
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List of Deceased Members
Mex Mimex CHfice Held Wear of ALC Mo,
Transidon
L s, Kayode | Socrrtary, 12H2 G20
1980-1981
3 |Soyepe, Secrotary, 1973 | 1967 0%
Aleenye
T | Ohileve, President 1993 10
Adehunle
4, Chlueloun, President, 194 L
Adebisi 1054, 161182
Secretury, 1973
3 Sonean, Member Lo s
Adelekr
B Ojunnuke; Member 1999 o
ilsisola -
| = 5 | Memher 2001 026
| Tunde '
= § | Sovege, David | Member 04 e
_ﬂ.,dﬂbl‘!llll
G, | Ama, Fom | Menibet 2004 s
10, | Sovene, President 004 toz
Oiladapo
{ 1L Adleriri, | Treusurer 20k (]}
| Olanipebun |
' 12 | Awoocsu, President, ant o
Olisanys 17082
13, Oiliisols, President, 1974 | 2012 o
Cilgrzzpn
14 | Odutugs, Femi | Actng 013 i
Hecretary,
Annbrersry
Ceomimtbes
|
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Press Conference at Iperw, April 26, 2014
L-Re e, Tur Burpbing, Chg Oiencanirs Akinpeml, Ak, Taiwe Aliewsi, (st Lecturery,
sir hensington Adeburs [President Akesan Ipern Ciob), Barr B, Owilajn (Guese Lecturer),
Sir Prof. Adolphus Soamarin (Chalriman Anniversazy Committee] and Mr, Konle Opecdu
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Oba Omosanys & President with members of the 60th Anndversary Commitiee

L-K: Chief lsane Osmowo, Oha Omnicsanvn Akinyven, Sie Kesingron Adebutu (Pregident)
e Prof Adolphus Somaorin, (Chirman Anniversary Camm.) and Chief Kola Sodipo

L
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President & Oba Omosanya Akinyemi with members of the Inner Circle of Akesan Iperu Club

L-R: Lady Iyaba Aworess, Mres, F Adesing, Oba Omaosann, Sic Kensingron Adebutu, (Presldent),
Chief M B, Abrodun, ﬁk&.._nﬁn_ Somaorn, Sir Prof. A, Somornn and Mre Adebuia I
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LT President Sir Bensingeon Adebuwng (Chainman Anniversary Cormirioe),
Sir Prof. Somorn and Oba Omosenm Akenyenm
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LR Chind Mea B Aliodun (Peesisdesn, Innes Cirle Alesan ]L:HH.‘.M_I
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Oba Adeleke Tdowu, Basebo V, Aluperu of Iperu
Current Grand Patron of * Akesan Iperu Club
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M. Bl €ackuekmin
Furmner Direcnor, Mindsiry of Inbormanon
Fint Preshdent of Akesan Ipesa Chid 1954

- - ." -
M Beyo Soyege Alins "niba™ “Soemi™ ond
M Bhisd Ohduskoun, Fine Presedent of Ahesan Iperu Cleh 1954
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CHAPTER SIX

The Future Beckons
By Babatwmde Oshilgia Frg.

It 15 noteworthy and unique thar the AKESAN (TPERL)
CLIUB 1954 has worn the garmenr and apparel of longevity
and immaortality, The same ingenuity that led o its formation
has informed the foundation members into admirang today,
younger ones, many of whom were not even horn when the
club was formed sixty years ago. Tt is expected that apart
from flying the flag, these younger members wiotild
contribute their quota and dutifully hand over the baton to

the next succeeding generation.

For historical purposes, events surrounding an important
club of this type should be preserved in archives for
posterity. Imagne how exciting and inspiring it would have
been to view on video, events that led to the formaton of the
club sixty years ago. The documientary, VOICES FROM
IPERU, has now become part of the archival permanent and
historical records of AKESAN (IPERLY CLUB 1954,

The prognostications in metaphysics concerning the future
of Iperu as recorded and summarized in the work of Prince
Awopejain inferalia:



e

The Stery of Akesan Iperu Club 1958 ac 60

. Iperu was destined to develop into a gigantic

commercial township from a very humble and
apparently insignificant embryonic seate,

Iperu was destined to vanquish and overcome and
outlive any enemy who dare assail or threaten to
itivade it,

The monarch of lperu (Alaperu) will be greater and
MOTE Prosperous than thatof Epe (Elepe).

Monarch of Iperu and her spouse will become
crowned heads,

The market founded at Iperu will ba:ﬂ:nmc very
famaus and be abways full and well patronized.

The past, and to some extent the present has been

sufficiently chronicled in the work of Prince Awopeju
Suffice it t say that Iperu like most Yoruba towns, and indeed
all African communities owe the record of their ancient
history and origin to oral tradition and narrations. That of
Iperu is nor in any way different. Today the only
documented authority on the history of the founding of
Iperu is that of Prince Awopeju, which can largely be
classified in historiography as oral history.
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Iris established thar Iperu s an aggreginon of movement of
people from diverse places and backgrounds due to
intertribal wars, trade and very many other reasons in the
past thar made people in the past and event today to move
from one location to another,

According o Prince Awopeju, there are several versions of
the origin of Iperu. A version rraced irs origin with
justifications and reasons to either Ovo, Tle-Tfe or Tjebu-Ode.
It is however incontrovertible rhat out of the thirty three
rowns thar make up Remo, Iperu is today only secand o
Sagamu, urilizing all indices of development

In the olden days, Iperu offered:
Strategic locarion offering protection because it was;

(a) A gateway 1o Egbaland and very close to Ihadan.

In the past, Iperu has benefitted from its strategic location:
its proximity to Ibadan and its being the gateway w
Egbaland. This location ensured that Iperu was never
overrun at war, either from Ibadan or from Egba. It is
entirely plausible to submit that those powerhouses
recognized the importance of Iperu to therr “nadonal
security” goals, given that each one would run to Iperu's
defence if the other attacked Iperu. In 1836, the Egbas tok
Ogere and set out for Iperu but were repelled by a
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combination of Iperu gallantry and Ibadan reinforcement,
In 1862, the Ibadan lay siege to Iperu in the Kutuje War, A
combination of Iperu and Egha forces defeated the lbadan
expeditonin 1864,

[t was also strategic location ﬂffeﬁng close relationship with
Lagos.

Iperu's closeness o Lagos also fostered 4 close relationship
hetween these peographical entities. Today, the Eyo Festival
is synonvmous with Lagos. One account has the Eyo -
associs cod with Olirwerd, 2 water deity — belonging o Iperu
people who gave it to Lagos people as dowry because l;:i_
Lagos' proximity to gigantic watets. Another dccount trac
the source of the Eyo to Ibefun, a town near Tjebu (xde from
where it was brought to Iperu. One Dbsl, of Lagos then
requested the Eyo of the Iperu people, in order that he
might stage it for his mother's burial. The Eyo was brought
from Iperu to Lagos through a man called Akinsiku. And at
the end of cetemonies, the adept Lagos Eyo masquerade
would usually artribute the source of the Eyo to Iperuin this
manner: Evonlo s'Iperu

Iperu 15 still aspinng ro the monumental mercantle city
prophesized. In year 2014, it is far from a hamlet, and as we
will see, it might well be on the way to being a city of
monumental significance, but for far more than
mercantilism.
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A nurnber of reasons were put forward for the growth and
cxpansion of Iperu Town: the town's connections with
Oyo, lle-Ife and ljebu-ode; 1fa-commanded migrations;
artisans and traders on the lookout for new frontiers; asylum
seckers; adventure and thrill seckers; and the allure of the
Akesan marker

Recently in a telative sense, Iperu has made some gant
strides in relation to towns in Remo. For instance the
network of roads, such as Lagos/lbadan,

Benin/Ore/Sagamu Expressways. has redefined quite a
aumber of develapment quotients in the affairs of Ipetu.

there is the need for a conscions effort on the part
of the sons and daughters of Iperu to look: into rJ:u:
deplorable sitnation of infrastructure of the ancient city.

‘The current cffort being put in place by a few must be
complemented massively by 2 drive that would make the

younger sons and daughters of Iperu to look hﬂ'I'T'k I:J:ﬂl?'i
Lagos or wherever they may be sojourning to rebuild their
ancestral collapsing family properoes.

However,

The current situation at the General Hospiral Iperu is
extremely deplorable. Basic health care delivery within the
facility has collapsed. It needs an immediate intervention of
well meaning members of this Club.

While the nareative of the past was centred prncipally on
protection from belligerence in furtherance of “national
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security”” goals of much bigger states — and exchange, as seen
in the relationship with Lagos, the narrative of the present is
one of positioning,

Iperus sl rerains its natural strategie location. Tt is stll the
beneficial destination to a rapidly exploding Lagos,
developing Thadan and Abeokuts, and the emerging
industrial hub of Ore in Ondo State.

Most of the positioning is fortuitous, a matter of geography,
not anything any son or daughter —eminent or not — of Iperu
did. However, the people of Iperu definteely do havea part 1o
play in the furure — the outcome of this geographical

positoning.

Iperu is situated within an axis in the South West of _I'~+1ge113
where population and economic statistics are on the ose, The
following are worthy of being noted:

a) Prince Jushua Olufunmiwa Awopeju attributed the
progress made by Iperu people in part to Lagos,
which he says 'has always been a place looked upon as
an ideal cty of Wisdom and Civilization.” For all of
Lagos' “Wisdom and Civilization”, it is currently
experiencing a populaton boom  that s even
predicted to intensify in the coming vears. This state
of things therefore means that ways have to be found
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to contain this explosion, or at least expand the scope
of the explosion so that the ripples are felt far and
wide, instead of being limited o the epicenter
Therefore, it is instructve to note that settlements are
gradually creeping up the Lagos-Sagamu Expressway
as space within Lagns itself contnues toshrink.

Efforts are on-going by South Western States to
“inter-connectively”” develop the region. The Ogun
and Lagos States, being the most proximare spatially
are the best examples of the interconnectivity, Quite
a number of workers in Lagos State have ‘I.'htll‘ alhr_'rd.::
and residency in Ogun State. [n reaction (O LhJF.I
development, Opgun State Gr_:lvr_mmcnt has
commenced a numbers of infrastructure
developments and upgrade around these mrnd?':rs.
For instance, the Ogun State Government has just
commenced the construction of a thirty two (32)
Kilometre super highway cxpress from the popular
Berper Bus Stop in Lagos to Ota, linking various
communities of both states. The oew road when
completed will attract new populations of businesses,
of residents and of course further contribute to the
outward push of populations towards the outskirts
of Lagos.

Abeokuta and ljebu Ode,; arguably more “urban”
than Iperu, are also seeing infrastructure upgrades to
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prepare them for increases in population and
cconomic development. In COwyo State, the
government has undertaken a redevelopment of
Thadan in a bid to raise standards of living and attract
investment. And the investors have started arriving in
their droves.

d) Orre, in Ondo Srate, is being positoned as a massive
industrial city.

To reiterate, geography has ensured that Iperu is located in 2
prime position within all of these movemerits.

THE FUTURE B =
Population growthis not a serictly urban affair, especially not

AT P
when @ semi-urban area is placed as Iperu is. ngelﬂa_a
row at exponential rates dll it

fan s jected to @
population s projecte zr i d
becomes one of the largest in the not-too-distant tuture.

There are two implications here:

One: Very soon, Iperu and much of Ogun State will be a
staging base to Lagos and ather centres of huge economic
activity like Ore and Ibadan. The distance berween Iperu and
these places is about one hour by road. An article by Debo
Omnifade in the Pamch of December 4, 2013, pointed out such
a relationship between the State of New Jersey and the State
of New York in the United States.
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'As we begin to fix inter-state transport infrastructure, the
state must get involved in massive housing projects with
private investors. When inter-state transport improves and
more people are attracted to reside in the state, there will be a
greater need for different types of accommaodation and a
favourable government policy on housing and real estate
development will enhance this. New Jersey deliberately
encouraged massive housing infrascructure in order to
persuade people to reside in the State.

Of course, this is already happening in the places nearer
Lagos.

Two: Much farthet into the future, Iperu itself will beeome an
urhan centre properly so-called, where n:n‘nm:_tqﬂh&:m as well as
other more complex forms of economic :Ll:.'Fl"'-’lt__V will ilhuum:l,
poing some way at least to fulfill prognostcation of the Tfa
oracle in Prince Awopeju's treatise.

Lessons have to be learnt from today's big urban centres,
However, Lagos 1s only just trying to extricate itself from the
poor planning that plagued it and resulted in unrold
difficulties. Crucially, it is not too late to begin to plan for this
projected future so that these difficultics, of infrastructure,
of earmarked space for development, are mitigated and not
allowed to cause untold hardship in terms of displacement of
persons,
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All over the world, as socio-economic pressures begin to
impact populations, schisms in coexistence begin to appear
usually leading to  indigene-migrant problems. These
problems have caused all manner of crises, including war.
Ultimately, Iperu will wear a cosmopolitan look. We must
remind ourselves and remind penerations to come, by our
urterances and actions, that our first condition 1s “human®,
all other considerations — of mce, of class, of station — are
secondary, We must also remind ourselves thar “abongine™
means “the carliest known inhabitants of a place™. This
implies that our ancestors did net grow like trees out of ‘hj
eround; they were onee migmi‘llﬁlwh“ Ware lucky “:"IE“E
"i.".i.fg‘iﬂ terrtory, snmcﬂ!iﬂg incn:aﬁ]ngl}" difficult l'.IE'I':'E.lTb-E' 4]

population  growth. This knowledge must guide 4:Im.t
interactions with “aliens” as Iperu gradually becomes 4

cosmopolitan populaton.

The AKESAN (IPERU) CLUB 1954 must reach out and
ferch ims hinoculars to see what is now in the future. Just like
we have seen infrastructure development redefining the
development of Ipern, the community must contnue to
respond to vagaries of such in years to come. It behooves
AKESAN (TPERL) CLUB 1954 in is usual patriotic
irttellectual tradition as the st garde of development in this
community to be pro-active in the next phase of Iperu
development.
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In this regard, the Club as usual should serve as anagent of
development, 'town planners’, procurers of amenities
through their connections and influence, thereby dictanng
the pace and ordediness in infrastructure development of
furure Ipera.

THE MEGA CITY OF LAGOS/OGUN STATES
Before the advent of the Mega city nomenclature, [ have
been a keen observer and amazed at the overwhelming
encroachment of the border arcas of Ogun Sute by the
ever burgeoning sprawling ‘overlap spill over of Lagos
cesidents, 1 always refer o th::_&l:.‘ fast growing m::
developing areas as (LAGUN STATE}—a coinage nu;; f},
LAGOS and OGUN States. Unuil recently, most of these
areas lack proper governance, control and planmng

Iperu by virtue of its Jocation 15 gmduull}-'. falling nto t:i':'uﬁ
caterory and also becoming part of the Ultimate Mega Ciry
(LAGUN STATE) which has taken off,

WORLD BANK FORECASTS COMMENCEMENT
OFINCURSION OF LAGOSINTO OGUN STATE

According 1o the World Bank records; Lagos, Nigeria's
lagoon aty and the world's fastest growing megacity 15 a
bourgeoning global urban agplomeranon which artained
megacity status in 1995 when its populition soared to over
100 million people, per UUN-Habitar. From its global aty
ranking of 31" in 1985, the population exploded to 13.4
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million in 2000 0 become the world's sixth megacity and
Africa's foremost urban centre and hub of national, regional
and global socio cconomic and political activities. Even
though located on poor seil and overwhelmied by its prowth,
Lagos Gross Natonal Product (GNP} is three times more
than any West Afocan country,

Lagos continued to grow and by 1997 the Metropolis had a
population of 11.85 million, Lagos Metropaolis is presently
estimated to have a populution of 18 million persons out of
Nigeria's national estimated 157 million. By the year 3215_,
the population of Lagos Metropolis is projected to bie ar 24.5
million becoming the third krgest city in the wurl:;l,. I'»Irlumhm
(formerly Bombay) wall be second largest ut.E{:.E !I‘l'.|ﬂ|Il}l'.i :|__m.t
Tolkyo will be the most populous city with 28.7 millicn

i habirants,

Traditionally, Lagos and Ogun States have long been in E]'[.'IS{:‘
association in terms of movement and exchange of

indigenes and commerce. The eurrent trend 19 a bit different,
Non- indigenes of both srates that travel 1o seck fortunc in
Lagos State ultimately find themselves in Ogun State due
mainly because they find life too expensive in Lagos State.

On the oceasion of the celebration of his 600 days in office,
Governor Babarunde Fashola of Lagos State admirted this
reality, He stated that Lagos alone accounts for over 65% of
Nigeria's GDP and over 70% of national industrial

51



A SENSE OF IDENTITY:

investments., Spatially, the Lagos Megacity region, covering
154, 5400 hectares (2000) that is approximately 17 of the
State's 20} Local Government area, impinges on four Local
Government areas of neighbouring Ogun State. These
according t0 him are Ado-Odo-Ota, Tfo, Obafemi-Owaode
and Sagamu. He wenr further that the Megacity, which has an
average. population density of 20,000/sq.em against the
natonal average of 1,308 (2003) serves as the springboard for
mnovation and development throughour Nigena and West

Africa.

Also in the report of the Presidential Committee  on
Redevelopment of Lagos Mega City Region 2006, the report

noted that the Lagos Mega City Region has prown beyornd

' i ! uilt up area of
metropolitan Lagos. It 1s the contimuous b P

Lagos from the Atlantic Coast spreadin g Eastward,
Westward and Northward beyond the houndares of l::agns
into Opun State. The Lagos State portion of the Mega Ciry by
2000 ALY was estimated to be 130,700 hectares in the area
with planned urban uses accounting for 63, 100 hectares fi.e.
48% of rthe total) and non-urban land uses accounting for 67,
500 hectares or 52% of the total. This porton incorporares
17 of Lagos State's 20,

Olgun State portion of the Region duting the same period was
estimated at 22, 840 hectares comprising 15, 640 hectares for
non-urban uses such as agriculture,
conservation,/ preservation, forest and water supply reserves,
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recreation, tounsm and regional parks while urban uses in
Ogun State porton accounted for 7, 200 hectares. By 2000,
the planned area coverage of the Mega City region, both the
Lagos and the Ogun State portions was thus 153, 540
hectares,

In response to this development, the AKESAN (IPERLY
CLUB 1954 should be in the vanguard by quickly tasking its
taculty and commence a future planned Ipere Otherwise
rardiness on their part would enable strangers and outsiders,
money bags who are akin and indeed equivalent of ancient
conquerors and invaders to overrun Iperu in no distant

future,

The response of the Club should come by way of owo

important approgches:

They should identfy, collate and encourage tdfntiﬁ::d
prominent and successful Iperu citizens to be involved in a

massive urban renewal of the present Iperw. Tt is worthy of
note that some notable persons have commenced this
development.

They should develop an agenda to conceptualise an ultimarte
new future Iperu,

The second approach would require the AKESAN (TPERL
CLUB 1954 to create a green belt for future Iperu, This is
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cssential as our own contrbution to the conummum of Iperu
just as our forefathers did while they toiled and fought
buttles to protect and preserve our present abode and
prevented it from being overrun and scattered by enemies in
those days of inter-tribal / town wars,

This assignment must eommence in earnest beeause these
developers from Lagos have arrived at the gates of Iperu,
They are already active at all the border communities of
Chun Seate with their war chest and deep pockers.

ted must accommodate a wide
enit not only for habimtion but
alsn for mechanized aghculture. Such vast ngt::icultuml !.md
would be aviilable to Iperu youths who desire to go Int
agriculture, To reduce employment and also prevent cnme
within this community, AKESAN CLUB must chart and
pave the way for massive employment for teeming lperu
vouths in agriculture,

The green belr being advoca
range and space of developm

AKESAN (IPERLN CLUB 1954 should be able to ser the
tone, determine and shape on Iperu soil, quality of living
and working environment, facilitate economic
development, promoting health safety convenience and
general welfare of the community by guoiding and
controlling development and the use of land. This should be
based on principle of sustainable development which secks
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to bring about an organized, efficient and desirable
environment for the members of the community to live and
work in.

In conclusion, Iperu because of its natural location and the
mft of successful sons and daughrers in all callings must
prepate 4 net to harvest and absorh these developments o
the benefit of our community,

Excerpts from the lecture delivered at the 60"
anniversary of the Akesan Iperu Club 1954.
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ABOUT AKESAN IPERU CLUB 1954

The Akesan lperu Club 1954 is the product of commmunsal
love of 12 childhood friends with burming ambition for the
FURITE.

It was cstablished in formuitous cireumstance o lend
suppart o achievemnent and serve a8 an incenuye to Othets.
All were young secondary school Jesvers from [peru Town
whiced in their ambiton to better their lot by plarsuing
higher education.

ook the planming cif 4 send off parTy
i e Al e eraErml CE
g5} ¢ stimulate the need oe =" clut

pcold petanrk ard popribate T T
BCHTIETENE L

From thie Inccent eginningd m 1954, the Clubat 115 peak
Rl century membership mark but
reralns 4 testament 1o communal love, FL'HT_.'"I': and
industry. From their ranks have emenged prafessionals whi
arsch alcbally in the

harely reached the
have made their marks nanoRa:
professions and commence

This ks an account of their origins and comtribations to the

development of a sense of idennty, occasioned by the

Club's ()" anniversary
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